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WHY IS PRIVACY IMPORTANT?



relates to past, present, or future health, or healthcare, or payment
for healthcare; 
identifies the individual, either directly or indirectly;
can be electronic, paper, or oral; and
also includes information that is exchanged in conversation, by fax, or
by email. 

Protected Health Information (PHI) is the key focus of the law.
Information is considered to be PHI if it: 

PHI is found throughout medical centers, such as in hospital and clinic
charts, billing records, x-rays, and @ u垖儀 ␔
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HOW DOES HIPAA AFFECT STUDENTS?

Example: You may recognize someone sitting in a waiting room, or you might be in an area that
maintains patient records. While these exposures to patient information may be unavoidable, and
they are not violations of the law, we are obligated to keep this information private and not share it
with anyone who doesn't need to know. 



PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS
You personally can be held criminally liable for knowingly obtaining or disclosing PHI in violation of HIPAA.






