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Executive Summary

With Election Day approximately one month away, races for Florida’s highest offices continue to
be close. Using live callers, the Florida Southern College Center for Polling and Policy Research
conducted a telephone survey of registered, likely, voters across the state. This survey took place
during the evenings of Monday, October 1% through Friday, October 5" and elicited responses
from 476 likely voters with an overall margin of error of 4.49.

Our results show a narrow lead for Democrat, Andrew Gillum over Republican, Ron DeSantis;
however, this is not outside the poll’s margin of error. Gillum received 47.13 percent support
compared to DeSantis’ 43.82 percent. While our results show a small degree of separation between
the candidates, this race is still up for grabs.

Incumbent Senator Bill Nelson is locked in a tie with Governor Rick Scott for one of Florida’s two
seats in the U.S. Senate. Scott currently holds a 1.5-point lead over Nelson. While polls released
over the past several weeks have shown Nelson to have a slight lead in this race, ours is showing
Scott making headway and gaining a marginal advantage.

Like the race for Governor and Senate, less than one point separates Republicans from Democrats
on the generic House ballot. Additionally, when asked which party they wish to see controlling
the U.S. House of Representatives after November’s elections, there is an effective tie between
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The Cook Political Report currently lists two Florida House races as toss-ups and two more in the
leaning category. These data do not allow us to draw conclusions about specific races, but like
those for governor and Senate our data reveal a close electoral environment.
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Top-Line Results

All cells are percent values and are weighted by education, age, and race of the respondent.
Screening questions are omitted from the following summary.






Question 10: What is your age?

Percent

18 to 29 13.04
30 to 44 20.85
45 to 64 34.53
Over 64 30.74
Don’t Know 0.08
Refused 1.03
(N = 476)

Question 11: What is the highest degree or level of school you have completed?

Percent

Less than High School 5.65
High School 25.61
Some College 21.52
Associate’s Degree 11.65
Bachelor’s Degree 21.82
Professional Degree 13.35
Don’t Know 0.16
Refused 0.23
(N = 476)

Question 12: To ensure we have a representative sample, would you please tell me whether you

are from a Hispanic or Spanish-speaking background?

Percent
Yes 11.99
No 87.40
Don’t Know 0.14
Refused 0.47
(N = 476)

Question 13: Again, for statistical purposes, what is the race you most identify with — white, black,

Asian, Native American, or something else?

Percent

White 80.71
Black 11.84
Asian 2.36
Native American 0.41
Other 3.67
Don’t Know 0.16
Refused 0.86
(N = 476)

11



	Executive Summary
	Acknowledgements
	Results
	Andrew Gillum currently leads Ron DeSantis by approximately three percentage points in his bid to become the next governor of Florida. This difference is not outside the margin of error for this poll but comports with similar, recent, surveys showing ...
	Table 1: Gubernatorial Vote Choice
	Senate
	Table 2: U.S. Senate Vote Choice

	House
	Table 3: Who Would You Vote For in Your District?
	Table 4: Would You Prefer Republicans or Democrats Control the House?

	President Trump
	Table 5: Importance of Donald Trump to Your Electoral Choices
	Table 6: Approval of President Trump


	Methodology
	Top-Line Results

