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Executive Summary  

As the U.S. Supreme Court prepares to hear a trio of cases concerning the ability of employers to 

discriminate against their employees on the basis of their sexual orientation or gender identities 

and President Trump’s ban on allowing transgender recruits from joining the military is enforced, 

this survey presents results indicating registered voters in America are generally interested in these 

policy debates and supportive of expanding rights to members of the LGBTQ+ community.1 

Utilizing responses from approximately 1,300 registered voters in the United States, we find that 

about half of our participants (48 percent) say LGBTQ+ issues are important to them and that a 

plurality believes our elected leaders should spend more time on these policy debates.  
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Attitudes Toward Public Policies 
 

The second section of this survey focuses on attitudes toward existing policies and proposals, 

specifically what actions taken by public and private actors should be considered legal, what 

respondents think about the ban on transgender soldiers serving in the military, and how much 

support is there for amending the Civil Rights Act to include sexual orientation and gender identity. 

We begin by asking a battery of questions about respondent’s support for laws prohibiting 

discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation:   

Now, we would like to get your views on some issues being discussed in the country today. 

Sexual orientation is a topic that makes many people uncomfortable, but the government 

often makes policies concerning gay and transgender rights. We’d like to know how you 

feel about some of these policies. There is no right or wrong answer, and you can choose 

not to answer the question for any reason. Should it be legal or illegal for: 

1. Employers to discriminate against employees based on their sexual orientation  

2. 
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Examining responses to these questions by party identification, Democrats consistently respond 

that each of these activities should be considered illegal. With the exception of their attitudes 

toward requiring churches to marry people who are gay or transgender, over 80 percent of 

Democrats agree that all other scenarios should “always” be considered illegal. Republicans were 

more varied in their responses to these questions. Over half of all Republicans believe that it should 

be illegal for employers to discriminate against their employees based on their sexual orientation 

and for landlords to refuse to rent to gay or transgender tenants. Almost half of Republicans (48 

percent) believe it should be illegal for businesses to refuse service based on the customers sexual 

orientation. Turning to the marriage questions, 45 percent of Republicans believe it should be 

illegal for governments to refuse to marry people identifying as gay or transgender and 23 percent 

believe it should be illegal for churches to do the same. Independents react to these questions more 

similar to Democrats than Republicans, with almost 70 percent (or more) identifying each scenario 

as illegal with the exception of church marriages.  

 

We also asked about banning transgender soldiers serving in the military. Using a survey 

experiment, we test if respondents who see the word “transgender” responded differently than 

those who see its definition. Therefore, half of the participants were asked, “If someone has a 

gender different from what was assigned at birth, should they be barred from military service” and 

the other half were asked, 耀 has a 
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Overall, 59 percent of all registered voters surveyed “rarely” or “never” believe transgender 

soldiers should be prohibited from serving in the military and 28 percent “always” or “sometimes” 

agree that this prohibition should exist. Breaking these results down 
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Figure B: In Which of These Cases Should Someone Be Charged With a Hate Crime if they 

Commit the Act Because the Person is Gay or Transgender?
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Methodology  

The Public Policy Attitudes in America Poll was conducted on Monday, April 15, 2019 using 

Survey Monkey’s Audience product. We drew a sample of 1,327 registered voters in the United 
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Top-Line Results  

All cells are percent values.  

 

Question 1: What do you think are the most important problems facing the country today?  

This is an open-ended response in which survey respondents could write whatever topics they 

considered most important. Most respondents entered more than one item that troubled them. 

Students at Florida Southern College coded these responses into several categories. Below, I 

provide basic summary statistics indicating the percent of times – out of all responses made – 

these topics appeared. This is not an exhaustive accounting of all items mentioned.  

 

 

 Percent of all topics mentioned 

Problems with our Politics  22.94 

     President Trump  6.54 

     Polarization of our political climate  5.43 

Economy  18.08 

     General operation of economy  6.62 

     Income inequality  5.27 

Public Policy Issues  41.98 

     Immigration  10.10 

     Healthcare  8.58 

Society  17.00 

     Racism  6.94 

     Morality  2.79 

The percent column will not add to 100 percent due to the method of calculation.  
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Question 4: Should the Civil Rights Act be amended to add sexual orientation and gender 

identity to the list of protected classes? 
 

 Percent 

Yes  53.1 

No  31.4 

I don’t know/No opinion  15.5 

(N = 1318)  
 

Question 5: Compared to other people in America, do you think members of the LGBTQ+ 

community are discriminated against:   
 

 Percent 

Much more than most  21.0 

Moderately more than most  32.3 

The same amount  25.2 

Less than most  6.8 

Much less than most  5.9 

Don’t know/No opinion  9.0 

(N = 1316)  

 

Question 6: Hate crimes are defined as “a traditional offense like murder, arson, or vandalism 

with the added element of bias” (FBI). However, the decision to prosecute an individual for a 

hate crime is often left up to a local prosecutor. Some people have questioned whether suspects 

should be charged with hate crimes when committing particular offenses. In which of these cases 

do you believe a suspect should be charged with a hate crime? If the suspect . . . (Select all you 

believe should be charged with a hate crime) 
 

 Yes No 

Steals from someone because they are gay or transgender 56.8 43.2 

Blackmails someone because they are gay or transgender 69.0 31.0 

Verbally harasses someone because they are gay or transgender 58.2

 

 





 14 

 

 

Question 10: In politics today, do you think of yourself as:  
 

 Percent 

A strong Republican  14.6 
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